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Decline of population

The population of Debden in the 1850s was just over 1000 
individuals, by 1901 this had fallen to 644 and it remained 
the same until the  late 20th Century when it rose to 753. 
(2001 census)

There was a fall of 17.1%  over the period with a 
particularly marked fall between 1891 and 1901. 

This fall in population can be attributed roughly equally 
between fewer households and smaller households.

In other words, the decline in family size which continued 
through the 20th century to the present was already 
evident in Debden in the latter years of the 19th century.



Geographicalmobility 

Birthplace of Debden's Inhabitants

Debden       %                 Near  Debden     %          Elsewhere      %                         

1851 781       75.5 174          16.8 79       7.6
1901 382        59.3 94          14.6 168    26.1

The Near Debden includes villages and towns as far North as 
Cambridge, South to Hatfield Broadoak, West to Clavering and 
East to Finchingfield. Thaxtedwas the village from where the 
largest number came to Debden followed by Wimbish, Saffron 
Walden and Newport.

The Elsewhere category contains a wide variety of birthplaces 
with quite a number emigrating from London. Virtually every 
county in the country is represented and, from outside the UK 
the United States, Jamaica, Malta and Honduras are all in the list 
of birthplaces recorded.



Barnard Bros Threshing Machine 1904







Spencer and Eric Smith ploughing with horses 1920s




